=
71N
KERRY

FORBLOOMINGTON

BUILDING COMMUNITY TOGETHER

NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release: November 9, 2023
Media Contact: Jeff Harris, 317-847-4781 or News@KerryforBloomington.com

*OPINION EDITORIAL*

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE RESIDENTS OF

BLOOMINGTON
By Kerry Thomson, Mayor-Elect

Fellow Residents,
Bloomington, it’s time to build a bigger table and a brighter future.

Our community faces many challenges, from the lack of affordable housing to substance use
and mental health crises to ensuring our city is truly safe. To address them, everyone needs a
seat at the table when we make decisions. Our different experiences, perspectives, and
opinions are invaluable. They make ideas and proposals stronger. They make us think in new
ways. They help us challenge assumptions.

And, ultimately, they will lead us to create a shared vision and plan for Bloomington’s future.

Over the last year, | have talked to thousands of voters, attended hundreds of community
events and forums, and hosted dozens of listening sessions.

| learned something important: people care about this community and its direction, but many
don’t feel heard.

As Mayor, | will change that by leading an administration that listens first and respects all
voices. We will bring city services to neighborhoods across Bloomington, and we will
consistently reach out to residents to make it easy for them to participate in their government.

That starts now—with you.

Some may not know that the Mayor appoints volunteers to serve on dozens of boards and
commissions that help set policy for everything from parks to public safety. There will be many
opportunities to serve in the new year. | encourage you to consider where your voice would be
most valuable and apply for a role in helping shape Bloomington’s future. Haven't served
before? Worried that you don’t have enough experience? Don’t be deterred. We want and
welcome fresh voices and new perspectives. For more information, please visit
https://bloomington.in.gov/onboard/applicants/apply.
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On January 1, | will join a team of highly qualified civil servants who are dedicated to our city,
our community, and our future. Together, with people like you at the table, we will tackle the
challenges that lay before us and build a brighter future for everyone in Bloomington.

About Kerry Thomson

Known for her work building better communities, Kerry Thomson is a former Bloomington Habitat for
Humanity CEO and now leads IU’s Center for Rural Engagement. A long-time resident of the
community, Thomson has served on the boards of the IU Credit Union, Indiana Habitat for Humanity
and the Tithe Advisory Board among others. A graduate of Randolph Macon Woman'’s College, Kerry
is a long-time Bloomington resident and lives with her husband and four children.

Learn more about Kerry Thomson and her campaign for Mayor of Bloomington at
KerryforBloomington.com.
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