l\le;'s}ank

Herald-Times (published as The Herald-Times) - April 11, 2011 - page 7
April 11,2011 | Herald-Times (published as The Herald-Times) | Bloomington, Indiana | Page 7

s

” LOCAL & STATE | THE HERALD-TIMES | MONDAY, APRIL 11, 2011 | A7
: Danc e m arath f Ri_l al ! “Our dream is for complete recovery.
Oll OI' ey Slll'paSSCS gO | Eli certainly has the determination
’ : : "
By fgll'ist};_ Muuigs for Children. another estimated $10,000 for the | to work hard in therapy and get it done.
3314266 | cmullins@heraldt.com Students from North and South hospital in a separate street-fair ANGIE DILTS, mother of 7-year-old Eli, who has cancer

schoolson Saturday raised $68,092.75,
organizers said. Their goal was
$50,000. _ ,
Indiana University’s Dance Mara-
thon organizers reported raising
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event Saturday on Kirkwood Ave- -
nue, .

Official numbers for IU’s Rockin’
4 Riley event were not available
Sunday evening. ‘

Bloomington high school stu-

' dents passed their g&al at this week-
end'sdance marathon benefit forthe
Indianapolis-based Riley Hospital
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DAYID SNODGRESS | HERALD-TIMES

Eastern Greene Honor Society members greet Homeward Bound walkers Sunday afternoon as they finish the 5K walk.

DAYID SNODGRESS | HERALD-IMES
A total of 807 walkers were registered to participate in the

5K Homeward Bound Walk through Bloomington and the
Indiana University campus Sunday. The walk raised more

than $41,000 for various local organizations that help the

homeless.

More photos online

m with this story at HeraldTimesOnline.com.
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See a phota gallery from the walk, published

WALK

Donations total
$41,000 so far
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a ceremony just feet away
— forsnacks and entertain-
ment.

The Homeward Bound

" Walk has raised $435,000

for Bloomington-areaagen-
cies since it began in 2003,

Statewide, it has raised
$3million for approximate-
1y 100 agencies,

Mayer said donations
will be accepted. for the
next 30 days online, by
phone and by email.

To find out more about
donating, visit www,
homewardboundindiana.
org/bloomington, call
Mayer at 349-3430 or email
her at mayerk@blooming-
ton.in.gov.

Park gets new name

By Christy Mullins
331-4266 | cmullins@heraldt.com

The small public park
on Third Street behind
the Bloomington Police
Department now bears the
name of three prominent
Bloomington families who
deeded the land decades
ago.

In a celebration Sunday,
the park was rededicated
as the Waldron, Hill and
Buskirk Park. Members
of each family attended,
some from as far as New
York, to thank the city for
its recognition.

But “the families didn’t
seek this,” Bloomington
Mayor Mark Kruzan said.
About a year ago, curious
resident Evelyn Powers
found the deed to Third
Street Park on microfilm
and brought it to Kruzan,
thecity’s parks director and
the city’s legal department
for some answers.

The original deed stat-

ed that the park would be
named after the three fami=
lieswhosold theland to the
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Thursday | Dash

Your Thursday paper Includes a copy of Dash magazine, with
recipes for fresh spring meals made with the greens of spring.

city in the early 1920s — for
a lump sumof $5400. Until
Sunday, the land had been
known as Third Street Park,
although officials aren’t
sure why.

“Of course I thought she
was wrong,” Kruzan said.
“There was no way. But she
was right,

“Some might say gov-
ernment works slowly,
but today we're getting it
right.”

In the background, hun-
dreds of people occupied
the park, finishing aSK walk
through Bloomington for
homelessness awareness.
A smaller crowd gathered
for the rededication cer-
emony. Kruzan and others
acknowledged that the park
hasremained freeand open
to the public, even during
special events at its amphi-
theater.

“Call this park what you
want,” said Nat V. Hill, rep-
resenting the Hill family.
“So long as you maintain
the belief that it should
remain a free, public park.”
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COURTESY PHOTO

Eli Dilts holds a medal he earned after finishing a triathlon
last August, just three months before being diagnosed with a

malignant brain tumor,

ELI

Young runners have

a cause this year
CONTINUED FROM PAGE Al

A few weeks later they
said they realized the
word “believe” contains
Eli's name. Suddenly ‘I
Run Because I bELIeve”
became the team’s inspira-
tional motto, and its T-shirts
were emblazoned with the
phrase.

One of the girls who
helped come up with the
idea, 9-year-old Sophie
Yandt, told her parents she
wanted to do something to
lift Eli's spirits.

“Sophie ran in the fall
run with Eli and had a
personal connection with
him,” said Sophie’s mother,
Susan Hingle. “She and the
other kids were moved by
what Eli is going through
and wanted to show their
support.” ’

Since Eli was diagnosed
with medulloblastoma —
a highly aggressive braih
tumor — he has under-
gone surgery at the Riley
Hospital for Children. He
then went through months
of radiation and chemo-
therapy, which he is still
receiving today.

The surgery initially
robbed him of his ability
to walk and talk. But on St.
Patrick’s Day, Angie Dilts
was in the hospital, sitting
on Eli's bed, when he spoke
his first words since the
surgery.

“I love you,” he said.

“Those were the three
sweetest words I've ever
heard in life,” Dilts said. “I
started to cry.”

Several weeks of speech
therapy have helped him
regain some of his speech,
and it’s hoped that physical
and occupational therapy
will eventually enable him
to get back on his feet.

When Eli first learned
what his running mates
were doingon hisbehalf, he

said, “That is super duper
cool.”

Today, Eli is still in a
wheelchair, but he's talking
up a storm — even though
his speech is a bit slurred.

“The doctors and nurses
at Riley tell us he is a leg-
end there for his attitude,”
Dilts said. “No matter what
he’s going thréough — vom-
iting, infections, painful
procedures — he smiles at
everyone,”

Dilts said Eli had hoped
to go to the Spring Run to-
show his support, buthe is
still at Riley Hospital, feel-
ing extremely weak from
ongoing chemotherapy
treatments.

Soon he will be moved
to an inpatient rehab unit
where he will get intepsive
physical, occupational and
speech therapy until his
next round of chemobegins

April 28.

Dilts said post-surgery
CAT scans showed that
surgeons were unable to
remove a tiny piece of the
brain tumor, and that the
cancer had spread to two
other places in Eli’s brain
and a spot in his spine.

“But after his radiation
was over they did another
CAT scan and found that
the two spots in his brain
and the spot in his spine
were gone,” she said. “And
the original tumor had
shrunk from 15 millimeters
to 3 millimeters.”

Before the cancer struck,
Eli was a'ball of energy,
playingjust about any sport
under the sun.

Dilts said doctors hope
when Eli completes his
final round of chemother-
apy treatments in July, he
will be cancer-free.

Shesaysshe and her hus-
band, Jeremy,can't helpbut
bELleve her son's journey
will have a happy ending.

“Our dream is for com-
plete recovery,” Dilts said.
“Eli certainly has the deter-
mination to work hard in
therapy and get it done.”
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